We honour and acknowledge Treaty 7 Land, which is the traditional territory of the Siksika,
Kianai, Tsuu'tina, Piikani, the Nakota, and an important trading centre for the Metis Region 3 of
the Metis Nation of Alberta. We recognize that we are Treaty people and have a responsibility to
understand our history and the Spirit and Intent of Treaty 7 so that we can honour the past, be
aware of the present, and build a future based on peace, friendship, and understanding
for a just and caring future.
We honor the courage and strength of Indigenous women who have forged vital diplomatic
relationships, trading relations, and as foundation builders of this City. We honour them as life
givers and care givers as we honour and learn from their continuing achievements, their
consistent strength, and their remarkable endurance.

Message from the Board Chair
When Dr. Barrie Strafford envisioned the need for the Brenda Strafford
Society over 20 years ago, it would have been hard to forecast the need
that still exists for this work, or how far we have come in serving women
and families impacted by domestic violence in our city.
The 2017-2018 Fiscal Year represented a time of change for the Society,
built on a firm foundation of excellence to the families we serve. This year
we added three talented community members to our Board of Directors,
along with a new Executive Director. Together, we made a substantial
amount of progress in strengthening the organization to tackle the new
challenges facing the domestic violence sector, and created the necessary
capacity to meet our future with innovation as we work to end domestic
violence. I would like to thank the Brenda Strafford Society's Board of
Directors for for their leadership and dedication. As we continue to honour
our past and our founding purpose, we also celebrate the promise of the
future which continue to build upon the impressive legacy of Dr. Strafford
for the Brenda Strafford Society for the Prevention of Domestic Violence.

Norma Jackson
Board Chair

2017-2018 Board of Directors
Norma Jackson (Chair)
Glenda MacCallum-Snow (Treasurer)
Mike Conroy
Miranda Dallalba

Jody Gibson
Monica Giroux
Samuel Hayes
Kimberlee Massing

Christine Plante
James Ray
Dean Soenen

Message from the Executive Director
It has been a distinct privilege and honour to join the Brenda Strafford Centre
this year as Executive Director. Upon joining the organization, it was clear to
me that the courage and strength demonstrated by the clients the Centre
serves is matched equally by the passion and commitment of the talented
Centre staff.
With the diverse composition of families represented at the Centre, it is
essential that we have a community to support and champion our critical work.
We have found that support in Kensington and beyond and take special pride in
the community of partners, donors, and friends of the organization, without
whom we could not possibly make the impact we do. Our work this year set the
stage for the creation of a bold and innovative strategic plan that will not only
better address the urgent need represented by survivors of domestic violence in
our city, but also engage our organization in the critical solutions needed to stop
the epidemic of family violence in our community. My sincere gratitude to the
Board of Directors, Leadership Team, and staff of the Centre. We all look
forward to engaging you - our partners - in our our upcoming work.

Meaghon Reid
Executive Director

Brenda Strafford Centre Leadership Team
Melina deKoninck
Manager, Program Quality & Innovation

Alix Gordon-Moran
Manager, Adult Programs

Sherri Shergill
Manager, Family Programs

Andy Tse
Manager, Fund Development

Client Story
The following statement is from a 2017-18 client of the Brenda Strafford Centre:

"I was diagnosed with PTSD, anxiety and depression during my time at the Brenda Strafford Centre. The Counsellor who
supported me and my children played an important role in our family’s healing journey.
For me, knowledge is power and I was really looking for long term trauma therapy - my Counsellor was able to support me
with this. When you’re trying to heal from trauma, basic needs support is important and needed but it doesn’t address the
unhelpful thought processes or help you rid
yourself of the remembering and reexperiencing. I have had flashbacks while I’m
driving. I have sleep disturbances because of
what I have experienced.
I really struggled because I was always taught
to give never to take. Because of that value of
always sacrificing, I never learned how to
identify and ask for what it is I need. My
Counsellor was able to work with me in my most
challenging moments and sit with me, talking
me through it until I could breathe again. I knew
my Counsellor was concerned about my wellbeing and cared deeply for myself and my
family."

The Brenda Strafford Centre supports a diverse community of
families. We endeavor to meet the needs of each family in way
that's culturally safe, and that recognizes their unique
relationship to the broader community.

Core Funders

Donor Acknowledgments
The Brenda Strafford Centre is more than just a shelter to the
nearly 400 women and children it supports. Every day, it is a
place families call home and for everyone, it is their
community for up to two and a half years. In addition to safe
housing, the Centre provides the critical supports women and
children need to overcome barriers that would prevent them
from living independently, safely, and successfully in the
community.
We are fortunate to have a wide array of partners. Each
supporter, whether they are a donor, an event sponsor or a
core funder ensures that women and children at the Centre
have a warm bed, adequate clothing, access to life's essentials,
trauma-informed counselling, opportunities to participate in
summer activities, financial assistance for school and so much
more. A special acknowledgement to Mac's, who has been a
long-term supporter of clients through the Mac's Room that has
provided necessary household items to clients over the years.
Thank you to all of our supporters for their help, for being part
of our journey. We couldn't do it without you.

2017-2018
Courage Circle
Donors

Samuel & Angela Hayes
The Calgary Foundation J.N. Fyvie Family

Ruchi Ryley
Christine Plante & Family
Ember Resources

John Fluevog Boots &
Shoes Ltd.
Alberta Council of Women's
Shelters

Unifor Social Justice Fund
Debra Gillis
Imperial Oil

Kensington Wine Market
Western Canada High
School

Financial Overview
Revenue (2017-18 Fiscal Year)

Full Audited Financial Statements available at www.brendastraffordsociety.org

Expenses (2017-18 Fiscal Year)
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The work highlighted in this report would not be possible without the dedication, talent, and skill of the staff,
Leadership Team, and Board of Directors of the Brenda Strafford Centre.

